
 

Welcome to the busy class of the Raccoons!  

We follow the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) statutory framework, 

which explains how, and what your child will be learning. Your child will be 

learning skills, acquiring new knowledge, and demonstrating their understanding 

through the seven areas of learning and development. Please see the 

attachment to understand what we are aiming for your child to achieve by the 

end of this school year. 

 

     

 

We help the children to learn through playing, exploring and being active. This 

means children will take part in a range of fun, practical activities; some of 

which are adult led, some guided by adults and some will be child-initiated. 

Children are born with a natural desire to explore and learn and we can support 

them in this by creating an enabling environment. We observe carefully and 

enhance the learning whenever we spot a ‘teachable moment’. We strive to 

ensure our environment is equipped to meet the needs, interests and stages of 

development of each individual child. 

 

 



We are a reception class with 45 children, who have been split into two smaller 

classes called Rosie Raccoons and Ricky Raccoons. We have an experienced team 

to support and guide the children.  

                     

                       

 

A typical day in Raccoon class starts with a phonics session, following the Little 

Wandle scheme of learning. The children then have time to explore the 

classroom and garden during ‘busy learning’. The time during the school day that 

is not spent listening on the carpet or completing individual or group tasks we 

call busy learning.  

Mid-morning we have a snack of fresh fruit or veg. Alternatively, children can 

bring in a healthy snack from home. Children are provided with free milk until 

their fifth birthday. If they would like to continue to have milk each day, 



families will need to order and pay for this using this link 

https://www.coolmilk.com/parents  

We then have a Literacy and Maths session on the carpet. Then it is back to 

further exploring in busy learning until lunchtime, which is 11.45am-12.45pm. 

Every child is entitled to a free school meal until the end of year 2; please see 

the separate menu tab.  

Every afternoon we focus on a different area of the EYFS. These include 

Maths Monday, Thoughtful Tuesday, Writing Wednesday, Terrific Thursday, 

and Fine Motor Friday. We plan and provide a range of activities around these 

themes for the children to explore and develop their skills and understanding. 

The children also have regular opportunities to experience: 

 PE sessions (weekly from January). 

 Weekly balance-ability sessions with a sports coach during the autumn term. 

 Weekly music sessions with a specialist teacher, and take part in a Christmas 

performance. 

 Each week the children bring home a new reading book linked to the current 

letter sounds they are learning during phonics.  

 Each term every child will have the opportunity to be our ‘focus’ child’ – more 

details will follow.  

 We enjoy offering cooking and tasting opportunities linked to our current 

learning theme and ask for donations to support this when necessary.  

Our current Long Term Plan is  

 

https://www.coolmilk.com/parents


Our observations, interactions and the outcomes are recorded using the online 

learning journal Tapestry and shared with families at home. This 

secure website enables staff and families to consistently 

communicate and celebrate learning achievements. All families 

are asked to sign an agreement of use during the transition 

period.  

Our school follows the Little Wandle scheme 

when teaching phonics. All children will take 

part in daily whole class teaching sessions; 

learning letter sounds and non-decodable 

‘tricky words’, as well as correct letter 

formation which is detailed here.  

 

 

 

Every child will bring home a reading book linked to their current knowledge of 

letter sounds. This will begin with wordless books until they are ready to sound 

out and blend words. Achievements should be recorded every time they read 

using our online Go Read app – login details can be requested.  Support of the 

correct pronunciation of letter sounds taught in the Autumn term can be 

watched here  https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs  

 

               

 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs

